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Lake Whatcom Planning Meeting 
April 29, 2014 

Public Comments 

 

At the April 29, 2014 meeting the public was asked to write their thoughts and categorize them by Natural Resources, 
Recreation, Management and Other. Noted below are the comments received and categorized by the attendees. 
 
Natural Resources 

 You need to be a wildlife habitat, analysis first with field studied before any development and trails 

 Restore habitat for broad ecological mix of flora and fauna 

 Preservation and appropriate use of existing resources is paramount. Recognizing that any work will change the current 
landscape, efforts should be made to avoid damage to water supplies and habitats.  A few points to consider in this regard: 
as it relates to trail work; properly built and maintained trail can be introduced with minimal impact to these areas; a more 
transparent set of evaluative criteria for what could be considered intrusive or damaging to these areas would be helpful.  
It’s important to make sure everyone is on the same page here. 

 Emphasize and acknowledge terrain and habitat characteristics when designing recreation corridors.  Natural processes 
should generally be prioritized over appropriate human use of the acreage.   

 Define the assemblage of wildlife habitat that will be the goal of management, old growth characteristics?  Earl Seral?  Just 
ESA listing?  ACS? Etc.   Which HCP Chapter are going to rule? 

 Trails can go through marbled murrelet areas, but any trailwork needs to be done when they aren’t mating and nesting! 

 The HCP watershed analysis does not address wildlife- follow promise in piece of the SEPA to have field studies and protect 
biodiversity – not just ESA species 

 Stop building so many houses around or on the lake.  If our Drinking water is so important, why does anyone allow further 
permits to build in our watershed?  

 Use natural resources like downed trees and wood for building bike ladders, bridges features and trails rather than hauling 
man-made materials up. 

 How will Natural Resources be watched over/protected?  Could various user groups adopt areas to provide that oversight? 

 Protection and recreation can coexist 

 Habitat – nesting sites etc.  Plan trails to avoid sensitive areas WITHOUT point out where they are 

 The CAO for habitat conservation areas must also be included in planning – it requires protection of biodiversity which 
protects even _____ abundant species.  It is not just about eagles and marbled murrelet we have species of local 
importance   

 Let the preservation of this landscape and watershed trump all other decision, not at the expense of recreation, but with 
regards to its impact.  Accessibility drives interest in preservation, but the scale of use can quickly erode to a situation 
where love leads to loss.  Let’s be careful.  : ) I agree 

 Use natural existing lumber to build bridges, bench cuts, drainages, etc. rather than using expensive, toxic, unsustainable 
treated wood.  Convert decommissioned logging roads to single track to reduce erosion and habitat impact.  

 Protect creeks/streams by limiting trail exposure, although such things as waterfalls will attract trail viewpoint.  In other 
words – do the best to keep streams clean by keeping trails at a distance except for where necessary such as for 
bridges/crossings or viewpoints. 

 Consider some reserves where no human access is allowed except off trail.  Connect these loosely for wildlife.   Limit 
lakeshore access but don’t totally ignore – people move to, and are moved by water – emotionally, spiritually 

 In terms of natural resource impact, horses destroy trails. Per square foot, they tear up the land and bring in unneeded 
nutrients and noxious weeds into the park.  Food for thought.  Agree 

 Protect the environment.  Maybe put signage on notable trees, rocks, ecosystems… Patrol and prosecute offenders.  People 
have hunted there for generations.  Can there be areas for hunting where recreation won’t be allowed during hunting 
season?  How to keep  ATV’s out? 

 How will fire protection prevention/management be handled? 

 Decommission logging roads that deliver sediment to the lake and destabilize slopes.  Replace with sustainable single track! 

 Protect wildlife habitat!  Make sure trails are placed to minimize risk of landslides. 

 Bird habitat at defined areas is important.  
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 Follow panel recommendations for park planning no grass lawns, bathrooms, etc.  Close to shoreline.  Keep large forested 
buffers. 

 The protections and setbacks established in DNR Landscape plan should be respected for any new development.   Steep 
slopes, unstable areas and flowing water all require protection.  

 Your critical area maps did not include habitat conservation areas.  The entire reconveyance is a HCA under the county CAO.  
You cannot just rely on state HCP. 

 Do wildlife surveys to increase bio-diversity of all species but for sure marbled mureletts!  Do not put new trails in critical 
habitat.    

 We need wildlife management policies and guide park planning and management.  No killing geese or other Lake Whatcom 
wildlife. 

 You cannot have low impact use if you have high intensity of use.  Too many people equals high impacts – how do you plan 
for that 
 
Recreation 

 Work  to include pre-existing trails into park plan 

 Single use, directional and multi-use trails are important for various user experiences 

 Look at trail standards for FR trails (mt. bike) and other trails 

 Connectivity into Galbraith is critical 

 Provide parking areas outside of the watershed area or at least on the fringes. Provide kayak launch areas. 

 I live in Whatcom own 2 houses and 2 businesses specifically because of mountain biking.  Build more trials and gain more 
money.  

 The trail system should be hearty enough to handle capped special events such as cross country meets, triathlons, trail 
races and club races.  

 While I appreciate the lure of directional mtn bike trails I hope that equal access and consideration is given to the high 
concentration of trail runners, hikers and walkers.  Very often the higher elevation technical trails are reserved for mtn 
bikers.  I’m hoping that trend will not continue in this area too.  Thanks. 

 Wide variety of both shared and user specific trails.  Mountain Biking Trails:  cross-country, all-mountain, dh/freeride – 
there is a strong desire amongst a very diverse demographic to have directional mountain bike trails in the park.   

 I’m a mountain biker, and a mom.  I moved here specifically for close, easy access trail-based recreation.  I’m excited for the 
new park to provide more of this! 

 Please allow/understand that just because a trail looks scary to one group, it should still be allowed (i.e. bike trails w/stunts, 
jumps, drops, etc!)  Thank you!  (So long as it fits within all of the other guide-guide-lines) 

 Single track trails linked to existing trails on Lookout Mountain. 

 Trailhead access to old growth tree stands at southwest side of Lake Whatcom (off Lake Whatcom Blvd) 

 Adequate parking for horse trailers preferably a gravel lot.  Majority of trails need to be multi-use.  Need to have 
information Kiosks and trail maps at all trailheads. 

 The majority should be multi use trails with some built for specific uses.  Wild life habitat and slops need to be considered.   

 Good trail standards not road to trail conversions. 

 Trails that connect all the parks – so you can go from Lookout Mt to Stewart, etc. 

 Please add more mt bike trails one direction for safety and enjoyment.  Fast steep descents one direction. 

 Maintain existing trails.  Surf n turf. Brown Pow. Cougar Ridge. Stump Water. Water Fall Trail.  Please, please these trails are 
so full.  I am 55 years old and enjoy these trails on a regular basis.  

 Directional trails, mt bike only trails, free ride stents, fast steep down 

 Sharon from the Backcountry Horseman had a great list of all the needs.  Use Forest Service trail Standards for hiking trails.  
I agree with her list. 

 Please consider both mulit-use and specific use trails. Consider uphill vs. downhill routes. 

 Remember that there are various styles of mountain biking and having trail variety that matches the standards is key i.e. 
downhill, cross country and all maintain.  Consider access points if there access point is through Galbraith then include a 
large parking lot with bathroom and trash cans.  Would like to be able to stage events from it.  Create multiple access points 
within the watershed for uses.  We can’t hike over Galbraith to access the park.  

 Existing trails are very important to the recreation community.  Including existing trails into the park trail system will 
guarantee community support and provide an army of volunteers.  Decommissioning existing trails alienates trail 
builders/users and pushes them to create unauthorized trails elsewhere where they aren’t wanted or manageable.   
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 Use existing volunteer groups such as WMBC to build and maintain single use trails.  Multuse trails create conflict and 
danger.  Dedicate trails to specific uses.  Keep existing trails.  Mountain biking brings countless dollars to Bellingham within 
and through tourism.  Use this opportunity to build this extraordinary opportunity to help bring money to Whatcom!!! 

 I agree with the recreation and conservation principles – a world class trail system that protects Lake Whatcom And wildlife 
habitat. 

 Thank you for all your work!  Please keep in mind that trails for single use are best designed with input from the users.  
Mountain bikers appreciate the opportunity to help design the trails (in accordance with the “vision” and goals of the park 
and constraints discussed tonight.  Thanks for helping this process along and allowing our input! 

 Existing trails are very important for our recreational community.  Leaving the existing trails in the “new park” trail system 
saves potential trail work, which means saving money.  Decommissioning existing trails alienates trail builders and users, 
which doesn’t solve any problems.   

 I agree with the principles of Sharon.  My Family (wife, son) looked for ½ of the 2013 year to find a place to live.  We chose 
Bellingham in large part to the trail system and the emphasis on sustainability and taking care of the environment.  Having a 
trail system that respects the drinking watershed is important to us.  

 Adopt the plan/principles of recreation balance against preservation of resource presented by the BCH presenter (Sharon).  
Indulge all interest groups to some degree, don’t succumb to the notion only mt bikers will use this property.   

 Please consider technical single track for mt bikers throughout the area – technical and directional trails that utilize the 
vertical potential of the area!   

 Please consider technical single track for mt bikers throughout the area – technical and directional trails that utilize the 
vertical potential of the area!  I agree with the recreation and conservation principles stated by Sharon.  Thanks for your 
consideration.  

 Connect Galbraith to Sudden Valley via trails.  Connect Galbraith to Lookout Mountain via trails.  Develop Galbraith 
trailheads with parking and other amenities to handle the increased usage.  Allow existing trails to remain open – 
Stumpwater – Brown POW – Surf and Turf – B lade Reversal 

 Work on securing easements to connect East and West reconveyance areas around the East side of Lake Whatcom.   

 Create trails that will challenge the users, a world class trail system will need to include trails that attract expert users 

 Please help us create more trails in Whatcom County in which mountain bikers can use.  The growth in our user group 
community has seen rapid growth in the last decade and we are outgrowing the amount of trails we have available to use.  
Obviously the demand is present, and land owner/user conflict is not ideal, but has been present as well.  We have proved 
in a controlled environment that mountain bikers are a productive part of a multiuser group community.   

 Please engage user groups for design and build of trails 

 Remote trails should be more natural than existing county standard of double track, gravel. 

 Please focus on keeping the momentum of positive economic impact moving forward through unique/single use trail 
systems dedicated to mt. biking. 

 Bikes, hikers and horses can share single track!  Look to Larrabee, Chuckanut, Blanchard for lead.  Incorporate existing 
horse, hiker, bie and motorcycle trails where appropriate.  Trail from towers on Lookout, following ridgeline south to Alger 
Cain Lakes is a gem. 

 We do not need world class trails.  We need well-built limited trails for local enjoyment and watershed protection.  Use 
road beds that currently exist.  

 Provide singleuse trails as well as multiple use trails.  Provide directional mountain bike trails.  Provide TH facilities i.e. 
parking, toilets. Create new trails to increase connectivity to existing trail systems.  Work closely with interest groups and 
non-profits to accomplish implementation actions.  Existing trails are extremely important to the recreation community.  
Including existing trails into the park trail system buys an army of trail workers.  Decommissioning existing trails alienates 
trail builders/users and pushes them to create new trails elsewhere, often where they are unwanted and unmanageable.   

 I endorse the principles stated by Sharon 

 Wanted hitching posts at viewpoints and trailheads. Horse trails.  Hikers to kick “road apples” (dried) off the trails “).  Trailer 
parking.  Weed free hay requirement necessary?  Post signs about sharing trails with horses safely.  Take advantage of 
volunteers (mules!)  Sharon’s groups principles.  How to keep ATV’s out? 

 I agree with the principles that Sharon shared. 

 My name is Sam Burkhart and I relocated from Seattle due to the amazing outdoor opportunities available in Bham.  I am 
primarily a mountain biker.  I appreciate that dedicated MTB trails might be confusing and unfamiliar to non-mtb riders.  
However, it has been my experience that having specific, dedicated single direction MTB single-track greatly reduces user 
conflict, encourages good trail stewardship and promotes healthy recreation options for “high adrenaline” youth.   Multi 
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use trails are obviously amazing, but the MTB community is so large that dedicated trail opportunities (in my opinion) are 
necessary.   

 Exiting mountain bike trails in the newly created park should be kept. They are highly desirable for our community are built 
to last and have the support of dozens of volunteer trail users.  We built the trails and will continue to maintain them for 
the life of the trail.  Examples:  Stump water, Surf & Turf, Brown Pow and Cougar Ridge.  All new trails should be built with 
input form the intended user groups.  Volunteer associations have standards to follow to mitigate or eliminate erosion and 
damage to existing landscapes.  By virtue of our chosen activity we are trail users and environmentalists, and want world 
class trails built to last and be interesting to recreate on.  P.S. Bellingham was voted best mountain biking town recently 
because of the dedication of our trail builders (myself included). 

 Provide single use directional trails to reduce risk/increase safety.  Maintain access roads for first responder access.  This is 
a wonderful resource! 

 I would like to see:  Mountain biking trails for beginner to expert.  Cross country, downhill, steep trails, etc.  Multiple trail 
heads to avoid congested parking and 2 way traffic on trails entering and exiting areas.  Primitive camping, but make sure it 
will be low impact.  Perhaps established locations for camping – watch over use along water/shores.  I would like to see 
long uninterrupted trail segments (no forks, no crossroads)  for mountain biking, cross country style.  Public transit on 
weekends?   

 Are the different trails going to be combined or separate?  Who will maintain/build new trail and to who’s standard?  How 
is the land going to be protected? 

 Single track, not logging roads!  For watershed, maintenance and user experience! Tap in resource of volunteer groups to 
build sustainable trails to serve public desires. 

 Trail network to include both multi-use and single purpose trails for all various skill levels.  It’s important that trails are 
accessible for beginner or inexperienced users. Likewise it’s important that advanced users need to have similar 
opportunities.  Existing trails represent significant efforts from various volunteer hours.  While some sections may present 
real and immediate concerns of liability and sustainability, an effort should be made to respect the work and communicate 
with those user groups before modification or destruction.  

 Slopes to east of lake are very steep.  Trail construction and use are likely to cause erosion and sediment dumping.  Suggest 
avoiding any new trail building on slopes directly above the lake.  

 Common design and frequent signage.  Reporting system for unauthorized trails should be easily accessed – like on a 
website or through email to WC staff.  Adequate parking to access trailheads should be provided with inclusion of WTA 
transit option negotiated through a WTA partnership to encourage access without cars. 

 Support the recommendations/principles developed by the multi-user trail group (represented by Sharon of the 
Backcountry Horsemen) 

 Keep N. Shore and the Lake Whatcom trailhead primarily for the NL Whatcom (Hertz) trail.  This is one of our most valuable 
assets in the county.  Do not over develop – leave as natural as possible.   

 Please allow for single use trails – ie mtb only; hiker only; etc.  

 Please work on connectivity with existing trail networks. 

 Interests:  A trail system that is sustainable and that respects the protected habitats.  A trail system that is sustainable, in 
such an area, will not be steep – that creates to much erosion.  We must settle on acceptable trail grades and set limits for 
each user group.  The trail system must also be made for all users equally.  For example, a single use Mt. bike trail should 
not continue across or down an entire hill without allowing other user groups access to that area.  On this topic, none of the 
“already existing” rogue mt. bike trails should be permitted to stay.  Most were only built in the last few years in attempt to 
become part of the park, and it takes the opportunity away to properly plan – it gives the offenders the upper hand.   
Camping is also very important.  There are several spectacular forest sites in the park area that could be used.  * Waterfalls 
to see on trails!! 

 Consider a trail connecting Lookout Mtn and Squires Lake Park. 

 Approve multi-use trails.  Equestrian Use.  Would like – good parking and trail-head toilets- for day use (2-5 hours) some fire 
pits, maybe shelter for overnight use.  Roads to parking need to be sufficient for large, heavy trailers.  Many people who 
ride would like several loop trails 4 – 10 miles from main trailheads for 1 day rides.  In summer, 3-4 days a week of trail 
riding is not unusual. *Back Country Horsemen.  

 I would like to see directional trails built for mountain bikers, with an emphasis on challenging, technical trails for advances 
users. 

 Please do not close existing trails in the area.   
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 Keep existing trails open - & promote sustainable trail building!  Build relationships with local stewardships groups & keep 
communication open.   

 Trails new and used should be assessed, for erosion/sediment delivery potential just as forest roads have been under DNR 
landscape plan.  New trails should be designed, located and built to protect water quality.  Limits on Forest Road 
established under the DNR landscape plan should be the minimum standard.  Any deficiencies in existing trails should be 
addressed before new trails are established.   

 Please allow for multi-use and single use trails 

 MTB trail access out of Sudden Valley up and down.  Technical single track please!!! Agreed !! Yes!! 

 Trails can be built in a sustainable manner even on “steep slopes” with proper trail standards.  Define and document the 
standards which are already in place with other user groups.  WMBC, Whatcom Trails, etc.   Utilize the groups and expertise 
to build the world class trail system all users want to see in the new park.   

 Work toward a way to travel around Lake Whatcom.  I personally can’t believe this doesn’t already exist.  A route that has 
the “recreational rider/runner” in mind.  Non-aggressive trails/roads.  Build challenging, single track mountain bike trails.  
Setup vistas that everyone can access.   I love Stewart Mountain! 

 Trail running.  I am interested in seeing an extensive trail network developed around Lake Whatcom that makes Whatcom 
County a destination for long distance, mountain trail running (as well as mountain biking, horseback riding and hiking).  I 
run 50k and 50 mile trail races and besides having done the Chuckanut 50K 4 times I have traveled to Eastern WA and Moab 
to participate in races that offer spectacular course scenery.  Whether race or casual running I would like to see trails that 
offer a diverse experience including the amazing landscape vistas and beautiful lake shore understory of the forest.  I would 
like to see a network that allows users multiple options.  TO run/hike around Lake Whatcom with minimal distance on 
roads.  I also strongly support coordinating trail heads with public transportation opportunities. 

 Please respect the mountain bike trails that are already in place.  These trails are good for the community and add great 
value.  

 There needs to be mountain bike trails that are steep, with jumps, rock rolls, and more difficult riding terrain.  The 
mountain bike trails should be designed and built by mountain bikers. 

 Use this great opportunity to generate more tourism to Bellingham.  We need more TRAILS! 

 Mt. Bike trails – multi-sue, directional –downhill-freeside- all mountain.  Enhance capacity to build and maintain trail 
network – many non-profit volunteers ready to work.   

 Complex network of single track with connection by multi use trail.  Arterial loops.  Capillary adventure destinations. 

 Assess user built trails for suitability (i.e. don’t assume because its there, it should stay there)   

 Uphill connector trail from S.V. to Galbx. 

 Focus on incorporating trail systems with existing parks and trails (i.e Galbraith).  Please allow directional, single use, trails 
i.e downhill mtn bike trails 

 Please allow trails that exclude mt bikers i.e. horseback only and hiker only.  Allow trail building by community members.   

 Will all trail types (with Mt. bikes as the one exception) be available for horses and mules? 

 Coordinate with hiking and biking groups.  Need consensus to avoid unauthorized trail building.  Noting that there are a 
great many do-it-yourself trails in the Chuckanuts and Lookout Mtn. 

 There are more MTB users in Bellingham than hikers.  Please make sure we (MTB users) have a variety of trails to use.  That 
means trails for beginners and advanced riders. 

 There are several non-sanctioned trails in the reconveyance that are quality built trails that took a ton of time to build.  
Please do not take those out but work to make them a part of the park plan.  They can easily be maintained by the WMBC 
and adjusted to need park standards but please work to keep these trails. 

 The variety of mountain bike trails in Whatcom County – but especially the existence of rider – built advanced and free – 
ride trails is an economic and cultural driving force.  People choose to live here, sometimes bringing lucrative businesses 
with them,  because of these opportunities.  Whatcom County Leaders should enthusiastically support the development 
and maintenance of these opportunities by working with the WMBC to keep existing trails in the reconveyance open  and 
authorize new trails.  

 Horse and foot trails should be separate as far as possible.  Horse trails suffer more erosion than others and should be sited 
and laid out with this in mind. 

 As both a biker and runner I’d love to have some one-way, steep, uphill only trails.  I enjoy climbing uphill on foot not 
worrying about bikers coming downhill.  When I’m on a steeper downhill on my bike, uphill runners/hikers can make for 
tricky and dangerous situations.  Basically, I’m asking for a variety of terrain available to all user groups.  Thanks, 
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 Recreational users should have the benefit of single use trails.  Mt. bike trails of all styles i.e. cross country, downhill, 
direction and features.  It is time to embrace and promote recreational trails for mountain biking.   

 I would like to see single user directional trails for hikers, runners, horseback rider and mt bikers of all levels both x-country 
and downhill riders.  

 I want to ride mountain bike trails that are difficult and challenging.  Jumps, rock faces, steep terrain.  Please allow us to 
keep the mountain bike trails that are up there already. 

 Adequate parking at trailheads to accommodate passenger vehicles as well as trucks with trailers. 

 I would like to see mountain bike specific (beginner, int, advanced)  trails built with good connectivity between both sides of 
Lake Whatcom.  I agree with a mix of single use trails and multi-use trails, but don’t believe all trails need to be multi use. 

 How can various groups provide signage to trails?  Would the county assist in the costs for this needed entity? 

 Please respect the mountain biking trails that are already on the mountain.  

 I liked what Rod said about varying intensities being viable alternatives.  It seems reasonable to me to have the most wide, 
most smooth, most expensive trails near the trailheads and allow them to get smaller and more treacherous as you get 
deeper into the park.  Maybe that’s par for the course.  I don’t see any reason why volunteer trail builders shouldn’t be able 
to create trails, provided they do it in summer.  Maybe is uses requiring nice smooth trails (kids, horses?) were signed, it 
could be assumed that if there is no sign it might be a tricky trail.  I think people who like primitive camping also appreciate 
primitive hiking.  In my experience sometimes parks are so well built, overbuilt for my taste that the sense of wildness is 
lost.  

 Provide single use trails as well as multiple use trails.  Make use of volunteer trail builders.  Provide directional mountain 
bike trails.  Existing trails are extremely important to the recreational community.  Including existing trails into the parks 
trail system buys an army of trail workers.  Decommissioning existing trails alienates trail builders/users and pushes them to 
create everywhere often where they are unwanted and unmanageable.  

 The mtb community is HUGE in Bellingham:  These are wealth, eco conscious trail users, these are motivated trail building 
volunteers.  Make use of this community, do not alienate it be decommissioning trails.  

 We need mountain bike trails that are very challenging to ride.  Steep, with roots, rocks, and jumps.  There are 
approximately 10 bike ships in this community that are supported by all the mountain bikers. 

 Consider converting existing logging roads to single track similar to some trails near North Bend. WA 

 I would like to see more one direction single use mountain bike trails with features.  Maintain existing mountain bike trails 
like Surf and Turf, Brown Pow and Cougar Ridge.  Allow continue development of similar trails.  I use these trails on a 
regular basis and relocated to Bellingham for this trail system from PA.   Some existing trails may seem difficult but the 
current users are skilled and come a long way to use the trails.  This area is known throughout the country as a downhill and 
free ride mountain bike area.  Please allow continued development and maintaining existing trails.  

 Have the specific users build their specific trails, i.e. hikers build hiking trails, horse riders build horse trails, mountain bikers 
build mountain biking trails. 

 Use existing trails and bring up to suitable standards 

 Paragliding/Hang gliding.  I would be interested in seeing the new park include para glider/hang glider launches similar to 
Samish Overlook (DNR owned launch and private landing area with easement to allow recreation) and Black Mtn/Silver 
Lake where HG/PG launch is on Black Mtn on privately owned timber land where local pilots have short term permission 
and access and often land at Silver Lake park.  I paraglide and do not Hangglide but our requirements are very much alike.  
We need an area, ideally accessible by care with a small amount of parking (we carpool up hills because of logistics), that 
has a steep slope, grassy at the top and free of tall trees at least 200’ below the top.  In addition to Samish overlook and 
Black Mtn/Silver Lake, Tiger Mtn in Issaquah is another example of a world class flying site where the launch – poo poo 
paint is owned by DNR and the landing area is owned by King County Parks.  Stewart and Lookout mountains are great 
places to fly but we have little or no access to launches.  High points in the reconveyance area offer significant opportunity 
to increase the “free flight” potential of the area.  We do need landing fields to be within 1-2 miles of the launch sites 
depending on altitudes.  These landing fields do NOT necessarily need to be provided by parks but could also be provided 
through easement agreements form other land owners.  Yesterday 4/28 I flew with 3 friends from Samish overlook – over 
Lookout Mtn to the Geneva/Blodel Donavan area.  This was an exceptional day but launch areas in the reconveyance could 
make treats like this more common.  

 Make trails available for organized and/or competitive events 

 Define clearly what a mountain bike trail consists of.  Riding on solid ground okay building off ground structures no ok 

 Non-motorized recreational use only.  Please ensure that some ample blocks of acreage remain trail free for purposes of 
undisturbed habitat. 
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 As part of the vision of a world-class trail based recreation area, we need to make sure that we are really designing a system 
for year-around use and enjoyment.  With Stewart Mountain being near 3000 feet elevation, it is of course covered by snow 
for several months of the year.  This makes it important that some of the trails need to be designed with winter recreation 
in mind.  Specifically this would be cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing.  This would be a complementary use to hiking, 
biking and horseback riding and it would be many of the same users.  This is a unique opportunity to capitalize of this 
tremendous new park and increase the user base.  It would also make it possible to look at some supplementary funding 
options such as the Washington State Snow-Park system.  This would give Bellingham and Whatcom County a unique, easily 
accessible and close by Nordic area, which would be the one of its kind in Western Washington.   

 Keep Cougar Ridge, waterfall trail and other Sudden Valley trails.  OPEN Promote further sustainable trail building on 
sudden valley side 

 Mechanized Trail Buildings Critical to Success.  Trails for Mountain Bikers are important because of the huge community 
pressure. 

 This is a great opportunity to put Bellingham and Whatcom County on the Map of environmental and recreation 
communities in the world 

 Extensive multi-user trail network.  Access is critical to the conservation of the property.  Single Use trails promote good 
user interaction. Reasonable number of directional trails for good management.  Mountain biking is a HUGE!!  Part of our 
community! 

 Mountain bike trails bring $$ into the community.   Conservation and access go hand-in-hand, one requires the other.  
Connectivity to Galbraith and Bellingham is critical. 

 Take advantage of existing trails (unsanctioned) to minimize work.  If necessary, bring trails up to park standards to allow 
incorporation into park plan.  From, -mountain biker, trail runner, hiker, racer, trail builder 

 I would like to see existing trails grandfathered into the park rather than being destroyed.  Directional mountain bike trails 
should be an integral part of the park.  Mountain biking is a important driving factor for the local economy and ignoring or 
minimizing the needs of mountain bikers leads to unauthorized trail building. 

 Trails should be for multiple users groups but pleas designate trails as user specific i.e. horse only, mtb only, etc.  Directional 
trails should be considered.  Trail Construction should be done in conjunction with the user group.  Trails should be built to 
sustainable stds. 

 I would like to see TECHNICAL single trail for mountain biking throughout the entire area.  Fun trails that utilize the fun 
vertical potential of the area.   Allow competitive recreation events like mountain bike races of all kinds.  

 Build multi-use “climbing” trails similar to those found in Squamish B.C. Provide single use “down” trails for MTB. Allow user 
groups to build trails specific to their needs.  

 We want to see mountain biking trails:  * biking trails for all types of riders – xc mountain biking – all mountain mt. biking, -
freeriding, - downhill mountain biking, *beginner to double black diamond/expert riding, * biking trails that connect to all 
sides of the mountain, *biker only trails.  There is a large mountain biking community here.  We care about the land.  We 
bike to stay healthy, to socialize, and to spend money in town.  

 Representing the trail running community – we’d like to see environmentally friendly competitive events (trails races) in the 
new areas. 

 Adequate, safe parking for horse trailers. Hitch post at trail lead and view sites.  Corals at campsite.   

 Generally do not convert log roads to bike or hiking use – too steep, hot, erodible.  Maybe good for horses, but better to 
build new trail that respects terrain and users.  Accommodate water access along trails – aesthetics, cool off, buffers noise.  
Provide responsible access to reduce inevitable non-planned access.   

 Keep access open to existing mtb trails.  Create use specific trails that allow different user groups to enjoy themselves 
without competing or being at odds with each other.   Work with the incredibly large labor force ready to assist in massive 
beneficial trail building projects to further enhance the community and bring revenue to the area.  Keep an open mind  

 Explicitly allow mechanized trail building equipment to utilize short construction season.  Small, narrow footprint 
augmented with human labor and winter trail maintenance (human only) 

 Set up Adopt-A-Trail program for neighbors, local biz and organize. 

 Create boat in (human powered only) campsites 

 Facilitating a multi-day backpacking trip using Larabee, Squires LK, LK. Whatcom loop with primitive campsites would be 
great!  Avoid long drives to backpack.  Stoves only, no fires. 

 Many users (walk-hike-bike) have dogs with them need to accommodate both activities generally vs. segregating dogs on 
limited trails.  Focus on courtesy, etiquette around horses and cleaning up waste. 



Page 8 of 21 
 

 How many / what type of trails can be built?  How do you turn existing illegal trails into legal trail? Can there be bike only 
trails?  And hiker/horse only? 

 Directional user specific trails, especially mountain bike trails that the mountain bike community and the WMBC can build 
and maintain to create extremely high quality trails that are environmentally friendly and compelling for mountain bikers.  
Create connectivity to other parks and trail systems to create long loops and extended mileage for hikers, bikers and horses.  
Create directional downhill trails that will cut down on user conflicts and rogue trail building 

 Prioritize:  1.  Preserve and expand recreational opportunities – connectivity within the trail network – directional mountain 
bike trails – provide opportunity for advanced and free ride trails – work with the WMBC to support development of new 
trails to enhance connectivity – the disturbance created by trail construction is so minimal – narrow and linear – that an 
exemption to the watershed window should be for this activity.   

 From an “old” female rider… (grandma actually)  Technical riding isn’t just for the young boys.  Please keep open trails like 
Cougar Ridge and Surf n turf.  They take advantage of the steepness of our terrain and offer opportunities for rider 
advancement. A diverse trail selection will make us a true mountain bike destination offering Whatcom County needed 
tourist dollars. 

 Please do not destroy existing trails 

 At least one continuous trail that traverses as much of the area as possible.  Fewer short trails. More long ones.   Trails that 
run from top to bottom. 

 Please make trails accessible to the Glenhaven Community. 

 Road beds are not trails.  Use them as access for park staff but keep trails single track as much as possible. 

 Encourage access by public transport to trailheads make it safe encourage biking and alternative transport to trails. 

 Totally agree with the principles that were read out by Sharon 

 The principles developed by the user group encompass much collaboration and a solid direction.  Represents the 
community. 

 I liked the principles read by the lady represent trail users.  SO I would just add my vote to what they said.  It does however, 
concern me that the map shown of unstable slopes included such a lot of red.  I don’t see how you’re going to make any 
trails at all if you have to avoid those red areas.   Perhaps if trails were cut across on contour the unstable areas could be 
made more stable, since less water would careen down the ravines.  Or some other form of surface water control, like 
swales that could catch and hold water and sediment.  I think it’s smart to put the trailheads out of the watershed. 

 Continue to develop single track trails like the ones at Lake Whatcom – Cougar ridge, Surf and turf.  Create more single 
track trails both long and short, easy to difficult, cross country and DH/free ride.  Continue to build connector trails.  A 
perimeter trail would be great!  User specific trails.  I would love an interpretive trail. Use volunteer, engage community 
groups to build, maintain trails. 

 I am totally behind the vision statement of the Back Country Horseman statement!  World class trail system. Protect the 
Lake!  Connectivity to other trails and areas.  Transport access.  Multi-user. Trail Town USA!  Running and running events 
among others, use of the trails makes us a healthy community, verbally, mentally and physical!  Thanks. 

 Build user specific trails to reduce conflict and increase accountability.   

 Removing trail features and closing trails before any pubic process decisions or steering committee recommendations is 
excessive and unnecessary.  There are established standards and policies that have been adopted by countless other cities, 
counties, and states that effectively manage risk and liability.  Please review existing trail standards that other regional gov’t 
agencies are comfortable following.   I’m confident you’ll find your liability concerns were misplaced.   

 Use volunteers such as WMBC to build trails in order to keep cost low.  

 I would like to forage wild foods. 

 Mountain biking will boost Bellingham’s economy!  The mtn biking trails will be built with sustainability in the land.  They 
are designed with the landscape in mind to prevent erosion, soil degradation and old growth tree preservation.  We care 
about the land and want trails built to benefit the land and the mountain bikers.  WMBC does just this, all on a VOLUNTEER 
basis and will do a fabulous job designing and constructing and maintaining the trails.  
 
Management 

 Timber harvest should be minimized – that’s why the state “kept” more productive, less hazardous blocks.  Cut on those.   

 Please exclude harvesting in areas 100 + years old 

 I believe that timber harvesting can work in conjunction (in appropriate areas) with trail based recreation as evidence on 
Galbraith Mt. with Janickis logging and the WMBC. 
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 What is the time frame for vegetative management and implementation?  If you are managing from “old growth” 
characteristics, what function or integrated attributes are you striving for?  Size?  Multi-story canopy? Species? Age classes? 
S ____ states?  Soil rebuilding? What’s the goal of fire management and do you plan any Silva cultural opportunities for fire 
management. 

 Does murrelet habitat protection preclude recreation? 

 Removal of invasive species (where practicable) 

 Provide a way for people to photograph and report invasive species.  W/a QR code or email “hotline” 

 Include plan to remove noxious weeds, along with long-term monitoring of same.  Yes! 

 Commercial logging is incompatible with park purposes, whether euphemistically framed as “restoration thinning” or 
otherwise.  Any forest modification via chainsaw should be accomplished by pre-commercial thinning without a revenue 
component or other monetary incentive.  In other words, all felled trees should be dropped and left on the ground as 
coarse wood.  Forest stands of 40 or more years of age should be left essentially untouched and allowed to mature 
naturally.  Pre-commercial thinning should be limited to stands less than 40 years of age.   

 Forestry only to achieve ecological objectives (like accelerating old growth conditions) 

 Restore forest to old growth conditions so that forest functions naturally. 

 Consider selective thinning of second growth to promote healthy growth of remaining trees – also to reduce fire risk. 

 Use forestry to improve wildlife habitat and speed up the old growth!  Fix the monoculture legacy left by DNR. Yes. 

 Can the F.M. guidelines be made public and open for discussion in a timely manner. 

 Manage forest for biodiversity.  Think where necessary. 

 Create an exemption and/or policy to enable increased building/maintenance between Oct – May.  Is this possible? 

 Forestry – with the watershed health and slope stability being the 1 priority.  In other words little to none.  Especially 
needed is compilation of data reflecting slope unstable areas so not trail disturbance occurs there.   Concern exists than 
steep trails appeal to bikers. 

 Protect any old growth areas. 

 Timber – choose loggers based on proven record of sustainable practices for trails and other users.  (Janicki from Sedro as 
example).  Yes 

 We build mountain bike trails that are sustainable.  We do take into consideration erosion and sediment control, and 
employ best management practices when building mountain bike trails. 

 Preservation of habitat (both in the forest and downstream) is paramount as should be preservation of oldest historical 
timber.  Making these areas easily accessible to the public is important – both for appreciation and potential educational 
opportunities. 

 Selective logging only to improve the health and quality of the forests.  Example – selective thinning to promote old growth 
forests and remove invasive species or dying species.   

 Establish a certification program where certified volunteers work independently with oversight and follow up.  Ditto.   

 Maybe allow selective forestry in non-sensitive areas.  Nature conservancy model? 

 I would be interested in seeing these forests be a model for very low impact selective logging practices to produce timber 
for specially branded forest products.  This brand would be marked at a premium price and would only source timber 
produced in forests where recreation is maximized and logging practices were very low impact.  It could be a model for 
public or privately managed forest. Ditto! 

 Build sustainable, erosion controlled mountain bike trails through a reputable organization, like WMBC, or evergreen 
mountain bike alliance.  
 
Other 

 Tom Chism(sp?) does not reflect the wishes of all trail users.  Agree.  His job is to represent all users not just one 
constituency.  He builds great trails! 

 BCHW has always had the unique ability with pack and saddle stock to support work by and for other users.  This is work 
that without BSHW support wouldn’t get accomplished beyond a mile or two into an area.  We have been clearing, building, 
and maintaining America’s trails for over 40 year.  If a trail is open for a horse, it is open for all users.   Horseback riders - I’m 
curious how horse droppings are captured in the trail?  Me to! 

 What’s the parks management responsibilities for the entire area?  Any plan for fire management plans?  (Yes, one day it 
will burn, just a matter of when?  Talk about Forest thining – are we thinning for fire on conservation and wildlife – different 
strategic 
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 We need to enforce CAO, HCA, CWA, first – It is not optional any other use comes only after legal compliance with 
obligations for maintaining and improving ecological function. 

 Reestablish SAFE  horseback riding on Galbraith 

 As a Washington educator I am always looking for service-learning opportunity and ways for dis to get their hands dirty.  
How hard will it be for groups and clubs to get permits to cut trails, maintain bridges, clean up trailheads, sponsor signage, 
and initiate projects?  How long will this park be on initial lockdown by the county and we all follow mandated trail creation 
or improvement?  Holy crap – forever after seeing comments like this. 

 Please review definitions for various trail standards and take public input on it.  

 Do not allow rogue building no “grandfathering” of new rogue trails  

 I would like to see non-motorized trail access for multiple user groups. The trail network should have certain trails 
designated for certain user groups.  The trails should be built in a sustainable fashion with the input of the user groups. 

 The meek shall inherit the earth, but not the mineral rights.  What’s DNR’s plan for minerals – or did they convey at 100%.  
Any outstanding leases? (Gravel etc)? 

 Be sure that advisory groups represent a balanced in protections with low impact uses. 

 Would like to see the majority of the reconveyance of the reconveyance area be available to off leash pets.  I understand 
that those areas adjacent to private land owners may need to be restricted and perhaps the immediate areas around the 
trail heads.  Thanks very much.  Would also appreciate a strict policy about bagging waste and DISPOSAL of the bags (not 
just left trailside).  With dogs pooping and owners not picking up? 

 What monitoring will be in place to ensure no ecological impact on water quality from bikers and other recreational users?  
How do we know we are meeting the conservation goals for the reconveyance. 

 What Sharon said!  

 While it may not be a strict state or local requirement are there any plans for a respectful dialogue with local tribes or 
issues or concerns they may have?  Good Idea.  Good idea! 

 Will there be any flat area for a park for children and other for soccer and other games.  Amenities like group meeting 
center for picnics.  

 The parks department is skating the rules for reconveyance land by increasing the nature of existing land use at connected 
parks like Hertz trail.  This is a loophole that needs to be closed.  All park land in watershed should be monitored for wildlife 
and water quality.  

 Would a fee be considered to park at the trailheads.  How will Whatcom County fund the additional management of the 
8800 plus acres? 

 The DNR Landscape Planning Committee spent a long time working with Lummi Nation on protection of cultural resources.  
The plan developed is probably not one that can be transferred.  I encourage you to develop your own plan with the Lummi 
Nation. 

 Please support habitat protection. Define trail uses that protect wildlife risk areas. 

 Reduce existing road network to the furthest extent possible, which will benefit water quality, terrestrial habitat, and 
quality of user experience.  Roads may be prime candidates for conversion to non-motorized trails.  Others should have 
culverts removed and surfaces scarified/fluffed for forest regeneration.  Restoration of original slope may be worthwhile in 
some locations. 

 How does a person get from west side to east side.  Will there be a trail or road surrounding the Lake to the North.  Building 
connectivity is key.  Connectivity for Wildlife first. 

 Have all interest groups have a representative at critical meetings/discussion at the policy makers tables.  

 What Sharon said – agree!!!  Water quality and world class trails! 

 The Parks department is connecting the new reconveyed land existing parks and trails, which is great – but since they will all 
be connected – they should all be reviewed, designed and planned on landscape ale ecosystem basis. 

 We need to hire someone on staff with wildlife conservation background for terrestrial species and birds.  Parks people are 
planners – not wildlife managers. 

 Make it clear that we cannot accommodate everyone and we need to establish a priority of uses water and wildlife come 
first. 

 Limited time for construction plus fewer volunteers available in summer, means that construction will be very slow.  Any 
chance of relaxing the restrictions in case by case basis to extend the season? 

 Kid friendly 

 Mountain bikers are responsible members of the community we care about the forest, rivers, and lakes.  We are out in the 
Forest riding bikes because we care about the environment just as much as everyone else. 
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 WTA connectivity Include WTA in trailhead planning to minimize car trips and maximize use of busses already running.  
Explore weekend bus shuttle on WTA to serve trailheads maybe 4x a day – 8a, 11a, 2p, 5p 

 Incorporate far more user educ. than city parks currently docs – water impacts, trail etiquette, etc.  Trailhead parking pass 
aka Discover Pass?  Have to watch a 30 min online “class” and pass a test for discount, like invasive weed program.  People 
value something if it costs a little.  $10 a year, just to force the education. 

 You need to consider impact of making access points like Hertz trail more accessible (lawn, picnic tables, restrooms, 
swimming, dock).  This is supposed to be a low impact use park – it cannot be if too many people are using it.  How will 
intensity of use issues be tracked and addressed?  

 What are the plans for shuttles.  A bridge over Hertz trail – how does this ensure low impact use vs. encourage more and 
more recreational users to use bikes. 

 In the mid 1990’s I was on the Chuckanut Mt steering committee, we plan trails throughout the Chuckanuts – Chuckanut Mt 
and Blanchard.  Participants were hiker, Mt. Bikers and Back Country Horsemen.  I through the woman did an excellent 
vision statement (from the Back Country Horseman) but it was too simplistic.  There are many divergent needs of these 
groups.  I think there should be a steering committee made up of these user groups that studies all the trail 
recommendations, rides and walks the area, and then reports to the Park Commissioners.  Was also on Bellingham Parks 
and Rec Board for six years.  It is difficult to think that the seven current members of the Parks Commission representing 
the different geographical areas of Whatcom County will develop the expertise themselves to make a definitive plan to 
recommend to the County Council.  We need a steering committee that adequately represents the different user groups.  
The other representatives on the Chuckanut Mt steering committee were DNR, Stat Parks (Larrabee), County Parks, 
Bellingham City Parks. 
 
Emails received after the April 29, 2014 planning meeting: 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to speak with you on May 13th regarding the new Lake Whatcom County Park. We 
greatly appreciate and want to thank you for the work that you and others have done to make this new park possible. We 
understand it is a very long process.  

One of the most exciting aspects of this new park is the opportunity for winter sports at a location so close to where most 
people live in the county. The high elevation, winter snow pack and rolling terrain, makes it an ideal site for a cross-country 
ski and snowshoe trail system. Whatcom County is really in need of another good site for such non-motorized winter 
recreation. As a representative for both the Nooksack Nordic Ski Club, and also serving as the Area 1 Representative on the 
Winter Recreation Advisory Committee for WA State Parks and Recreation Commission, I see first hand the growing need 
for more snowshoe and cross-country ski trails. Currently, there is a fairly large community of winter recreationists in 
Whatcom County, plus others that come from as far as Edmonds to southern British Columbia to cross-country ski and 
snowshoe here. Salmon Ridge, at only 2000' elevation, gets up to an estimated 7200 visits (per parking lot sampling) each 
winter. If the new park were designed with winter recreation in mind, being so near to Belllingham, it would have the 
potential to draw even more people and could become an important site for winter recreation classes and school ski teams 
as well.  

Winter recreation can also provide an important source of funding for the new park. The Recreation Conservation Office 
offers several grants for winter recreation: the WA State Sno-Park Grant, the National Recreational Trails Program, NOVA, 
plus others. In addition, user fees and volunteer work parties to help with maintenance, can provide support. So we hope 
that non-motorized winter recreation (cross-country skiing and snowshoeing) will be seriously considered during the 
planning process for the new park. 

Winter recreation trails should provide summer recreation opportunities as well. Ideally, for cross-country skiing, these 
trails would be made 12' wide to allow access for a PB100 groomer to pack, groom and set parallel tracks for cross-country 
skiing, with a flat skate lane in the middle. The trails should consist of interconnected loops and provide a variety of terrain. 
Attached are some guidelines and specifications to consider in designing cross-country ski trails (per USFS). I am sure you 
will find them suitable for other types of recreation as well. 
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As a fellow cross-country skier, we hope you will support non-motorized winter recreation when designing the new park. 
Thank you again Mike, for the opportunity to meet with you and provide our input. We support your efforts and will do all 
we can to help. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As residents of Whatcom County, we are about to enjoy one of the best local parks in the country as the new park areas 
near Lake Whatcom are fully developed.  We are all excited about this prospect. 

Plenty of good work has already been started on the preliminary design for uses of this park.  This has concentrated on the 
non-motorized trail based recreation primarily on hikers, bikers and horseback riders. 

While this has been a great start, none of these activities take full advantage of the elevation of this new park and its winter 
snow conditions.  At around 3000 feet, the Stewart Mountain area is a prime location for winter use of the trails, specifically 
for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. 

The Nooksack Nordic Ski Club is our local club, primarily of Whatcom County residents, who have been advocating for cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing trails in Whatcom County for over 20 years.  Currently, our major destination for these 
sports in the county is the Salmon Ridge area near Mt. Baker, which is significantly lower at about 2000 feet. 

We feel that the new parks have the potential for being a great location for winter sports trails. Some of the great 
advantages of this area are its close proximity to Bellingham and other towns, its scenic exposure and its great 
terrain.  Winter recreation also has the potential to use the same trails as other users in a different season.  This would 
complement the other uses and potentially provide more funding avenues for all trail development and maintenance. 

Those of us at the Nooksack Nordic Ski Club would ask that the possible winter use of these trails be incorporated into the 
upcoming design stages for this park.  We would be glad to help in this effort and appreciate your cooperation.  

Thank you very much for giving us the opportunity to have input into this process at this time. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why is recreation taking precedence over watershed protection on the 8,800 acres reconveyed to the county by DNR? The 
notice from Whatcom County Parks announcing a meeting for the public to help plan the future of Whatcom County’s 
newest park area stated that “these lands are envisioned to provide passive recreational opportunities and watershed 
protection for Lake Whatcom”. Shouldn’t that read watershed protection first and passive recreation second? Will 
emphasizing recreation keep this park low-impact? 

Passive recreation is defined as activities that are unorganized and noncompetitive such as, picnicking, bird watching, kite 
flying, bicycling, and walking. A passive recreation area is generally an undeveloped space or environmentally sensitive area 
that requires minimal development. Parks departments may maintain passive recreation areas for the health and well being 
of the public and for the preservation of wildlife and the environment. The quality of the environment and "naturalness" of 
an area is the focus of the recreational experience in a passive recreation area.  

At the April 29th meeting, a woman named Sharon presented a wish list from people identified by you as “stakeholders.” 
These stakeholders came across as special interests. They had already met and discussed their ideas and were allowed to 
present them to the attendees of “the first of several planned meetings.” No other member of the audience spoke. This 
spokesperson cited the group’s desire for “world class trails.” The stakeholder/special interest group consisted primarily of 
horsemen and mountain bikers. Neither horseback riding nor mountain biking meets the definition of passive recreation. 

The habitat protection area map displayed at the meeting was woefully inadequate as it cited only marbled murrelet and 
bald eagle habitat. There was no mention of other species or the need to protect biological diversity or habitat connectivity 
throughout the new park. The map gave the impression that these two avian species exist in a vacuum. 

Anyone who currently uses the Hertz trail in North Lake Whatcom Park at the end of Northshore Road knows that the 
parking facilities are inadequate. County parks staff envisions people using public transportation to get to the new park. 
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Will these buses travel along the lake on Northshore Road or will they travel along the Y and/or Squalicum Lake Roads 
disrupting the rural character of the neighborhoods adjacent to the park? Road cyclists currently enjoy these routes and 
their safety and enjoyment will be greatly diminished by having to share these arterials with buses. Organized cycling races 
occur annually along these and other nearby roads. 

It’s hard to imagine the described trail that will accommodate people with children and pets, people on horseback, and 
people on mountain bikes simultaneously. This incompatibility of these varied users will create hazards for them and 
liability for the county.  It might be best to leave Galbraith for the mountain bikers, the Y-road access to Stewart Mountain 
for the horse people and the rest of the park for the humans, their kids and pets.  

The priorities need to be protection for the reservoir and its wildlife, and the minimization of impacts to existing neighbors 
rather than increasing access for people. People already have access by foot, by bike, and by horse. More people recreating 
in the watershed will disturb and displace wildlife, create demand for services, lead to more intense uses, and increase 
traffic in the reservoir and its watershed.. The planning for this park area must emphasize preservation and keep impacts to 
a minimum in order to deliver the low-impact, low-cost watershed park that was described to the public during the process 
of reconveyance. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am forwarding a response from Pam McConkey, the Manager of the Winter Recreation Program for WA State Parks and 
Recreation, about funding support for winter recreation at the new Whatcom county park near Lake Whatcom (see her 
response below).  The WA State Sno-Park program for non-motorized winter recreation is completely self supporting.  Not 
one dollar of tax payer funds are needed to support this program; these parks are completely supported by the fees paid by 
users for a Sno-Park permit.  I hope you will take this into consideration in planning of the new park. 
 
If possible, I would love to be updated on the progress of planning this new park.  Is there a website where I can see this 
information, or perhaps you could include my email in a list-serve.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am a mountain biker in Whatcom county. I am a working father with a wife and two children.  I have been mountain 
biking, hiking, camping and spending time in our parks since 1997. I moved to Bellingham specifically for the world class 
mountain bike trails and great recreation opportunities.  I enjoy riding the existing bike trails on Galbraith, Chuckanuts, 
Stewart mountain and the ones on Lookout mountain as well. With the growing popularity of mountain biking here, it is 
nice to have other options besides Galbraith to get away from the crowds and also challenge the skill level of those of us 
who have been riding for a long time. The forests in the watershed are a special place. It is a privilege to be able to recreate 
there. Preservation of existing watershed trails as well as the mindful construction of new "connection routes" would be a 
valuable addition to the riding options in the area. Adding this new watershed zone as a legitimate mountain biking option 
will take pressure off of overused zones like Galbraith, not to mention provide a more pristine area to ride in that is not on 
private property or under constant threat of being logged or closed to the public.  
 
Mountain biking is an ever-growing segment among the outdoor adventurer and fitness crowd in our area.  Please do not 
overlook mountain bikers as you continue to plan for the future of our amazing watershed zone.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Those of us in Whatcom County have an exciting, unparalleled opportunity in our future with the new Lake Whatcom Park 
and we are all looking forward to it.  We appreciate the work of and thank very much the people who have made this all 
possible. 

One of the most exciting aspects of this new park is the opportunity for winter sports at a location so close to where most 
people live in the county. Specifically, this would be for trail-based recreation such as cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. 

The Stewart Mountain area, in particular, has the high elevation and the type of terrain that lends itself very well to these 
sports. In fact, this has the potential for being an area that will attract skiers from outside the county and from throughout 
our part of the state and lower BC.  With its scenic vistas and accessibility it could be a big draw for bringing in visitors as 
well giving us county residents a great place to recreate. 
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I know it will be a lot of work to develop this.  It is important that this winter use is included now in the planning process for 
this park.  In many ways, the trails planned for other uses would also work for skiing and snowshoeing.  But there are other 
aspects of the trails such as elevation, gradient, width and road access where the planning for winter uses may be different 
than for other recreation, and these differences need to be taken into account at the design stage. 

There are also aspects such as funding where winter use could be an advantage.  With possible grants for winter recreation, 
user fees and cooperation with other agencies, it may be possible for the winter recreation use to help fund all trails, both 
in this design stage and in the actual operations which will come later. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to have input into this process.  This is indeed an exciting development and we 
are all looking forward to it. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am a mountain biker in Whatcom county. I am a working father with a wife and three children.  I have been mountain 
biking here for around 8 years.  I enjoy riding the existing bike trails on Stewart mountain and the ones on Lookout 
mountain as well. With the growing popularity of mountain biking here, it is nice to have other options besides Galbraith to 
get away from the crowds and also challenge the skill level of those of us who have been riding for a long time. The forests 
in the watershed are a special place.  It is a privilege to be able to recreate there. Preservation of existing watershed trails 
as well as the mindful construction of new "connection routes" would be a valuable addition to the riding options in the 
area. Adding this new watershed zone as a legitimate mountain biking option will take pressure off of overused zones like 
Galbraith, not to mention provide a more pristine area to ride in that is not on private property or under constant threat of 
being logged or closed to the public.  
 
Mountain biking is an ever-growing segment among the outdoor adventurer and fitness crowd in our area.  Please do not 
overlook mountain bikers as you continue to plan for the future of our amazing watershed zone.  
 

 
Hello...My name is John Russell. I am the owner of The Fork At Agate Bay, 2530 North Shore Rd, 98226. I am writing to give 
input about the trails on Stewart Mountain at the North Lake Whatcom trail head. My family and I are avid mountain bikers 
and trail runners. We use and access the Stewart Mountain trails every week. Often multiple days a week. We consider the 
area our favorite place to ride until some of the best trails (Surf n Turf) on the mountain were closed. We would like to see 
the parks department take a pro-active approach to this area as well as the Lookout Mountain area, opening them as 
world-class recreation destinations! 

As the owner of a small business, Whatcom County can be a difficult place to thrive. Having the North Lake Whatcom trail 
has helped us stay open and pay our taxes. Opening Stewart Mountain to more recreation would be great for our little 
business. We have been getting many, many questions about what is happening with the parks department and Stewart 
Mountain. Our costumers want the area to be open to them! We want it to be open to them! They want mountain biking, 
trail running, and hiking. What is good for our costumers is good for us. We all want a place to recreate and give the 
community the quality of life we are striving for. Thanks for your time, J.R. 
 

My name is Bill Hawk and I’m a 42-year-old recreational enthusiast. I’ve lived in Whatcom Co. since 1996 and I am proud to 
call the area my home. I’ve been hiking, backpacking, and mt. biking since high school, and I’m really excited about the 
opportunities this new Reconveyance park will have for the comment, including present and future generations. 

I've worked with the Whatcom Mt. Bike Coalition (WMBC) for the past 11 years, with 7 of those years serving as a board 
member. In 2007, I emailed Director McFarlane offering my expertise in planning, designing, and building the trails that are 
to be part of the future park system. 7 years later, that offer still stands. Though I resigned from the WMBC board over a 
year ago, I continue to maintain, build, and advocate for local mt. bike trails alongside my friends in the WMBC.  

Now that the land transfer is complete and the public process has begun, I’d like to take this opportunity to offer some 
insight that could help the land managers and recreational users through the trail planning and development process. Being 
involved in trail advocacy efforts for over 10 years has given me many opportunities to work with both public and private 
land owners and managers. I’ve seen productive partnerships formed, attorney negotiated stewardship agreements signed, 
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and unfortunately, contentious disagreements regarding trails between land managers and trail users. I’m here today to 
encourage the productive partnership approach; and to also do what I can to prevent a contentious situation from 
happening, as it’s usually a lose-lose situation for everyone involved. 

From what I’ve heard, and given all the reasonable people involved with this process, it sounds as if we are on track for a 
productive partnership between land managers, recreationalists and conservationists. However, actions speak louder than 
words and as far as what I’ve seen happen in the County’s early management of the park, gives me concern that things 
might end up being contentious if we can’t agree on how to address trail issues. I’m referring to the 3 (that I know of) 
existing trails in the watershed that were signed as closed and taped off, and the destruction of 1 of those trails at the end 
of April 2014 by a County Park and jail work crews. 

My understanding of the situation is that the trail closures and the removal of any man-made or enhanced natural features 
were done due to the County’s concern over liability. It is my informed opinion that those actions were excessive and 
unnecessary. There are established standards and policies that have been adopted by countless other cities, counties, and 
states that effectively manage risk and liability.  

I encourage you all to spend some more time getting up-to-date information concerning existing Trail Standards that other 
government agencies are comfortable following. After reviewing how all these risk management strategies work together, 
combined with the protection offered under the state’s Recreational Use Statute, I’m confident you’ll recognize your 
liability concerns were misplaced.  

In closing, I encourage you to rethink your early management approach to the existing trails in the new park. These trails 
should be viewed as an asset, not a liability. Working cooperatively to plan and develop a trail infrastructure will yield 
results that reasonable people will accept.  

Taking action that close or destroy trails before any public process decisions or steering committee recommendations has 
the potential to lead to the contentious disagreements that will benefit no one and negatively affect this planning process. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for considering my suggestions and my offer to help with this process.   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

It is with concern I read in the Western Front about the Lake Whatcom Park at the END of North Shore Rd.  Cars traveling 
along North Shore pollute the lake more than most realize – or even consider.  I have personally witnessed the lake’s 
pollution from car oils from North Shore.  Is there an alternative route to the park being discussed?  Road access to the park 
from the Acme Valley instead of from North Shore Rd would help to protect the lake.  Perhaps encourage access to the Park 
from Mt. Baker Hwy to Y Road (then) to North Shore to help keep cars off North Shore as much as possible.  Or, perhaps 
even consider a new road following the Bonneville Power lines.  These options would allow less car/oil run-off to enter the 
lake as it currently does.  We should NOT encourage more car traffic on a road that runs next to the lake.  

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

I have been involved in mountain biking for many years now, before my wife and started having children. We now have two 
kids and we utilize all of the parks in our area of Seattle – Bothell and Issaquah. We also frequent Bellingham with our 
family and friends to ride their outstanding trails. We have many friends in the Bellingham area and we get up to 
Bellingham a few days a month to not only enjoy the trail system, but to help our friends and their community keep up the 
trails and maintain a safe and health environment for all of those that choose to participate in riding, running or hiking the 
trails in Bellingham. My son is now 7 years old and we have participated in many trail days on Galbraith Mountain which is 
teaching him to be a steward of the trails he rides and give back to his community. These events are amazing and really 
show how strong the biking community is in Bellingham, and is such a positive example of community for my son to see and 
participate in. We also try to work on our local trails as well; however, right now with such huge local support for biking in 
Bellingham we choose to participate in many of the work events put on by the WMBC. When we are in Bellingham we 
almost always frequent at least one if not more restaurants, almost always buy something at the local bike shops and get 
fuel from time to time. Try not to get fuel in Bellingham because of the prices, but sometimes we do… I know for a fact that 



Page 16 of 21 
 

many folks from around the state also come to Bellingham for many of these same reason’s, and most write about their 
experiences in blog, articles and posts.  

All this being said I would like to commend everyone at the Whatcom County Parks Department for creating such a positive 
environment, allowing the community to come together and work hard towards a common goal. We most likely would not 
spend so much time and money going to Bellingham with out all of the activities that we love being so accessible. You have 
really made Bellingham and the surrounding trails a destination for so many people in the Seattle – Bothell and Issaquah 
areas. We can only hope that our local parks department can learn by your example, and create more and more 
opportunities in our area to bring in people from other part of the state, create more safe accessible trails and to create a 
better sense of community like you have all done. This places you at the forefront of such a remarkable movement to get 
people outside, taking care of their surroundings and creating a better community.  

Thank you all for all of you hard work and planning.  
 

My husband and I live near the Birch St. trailhead to Galbraith.  We both mountain bike, and I hike and run on the trails. I 
access the mountain 2 - 5 times per week.  We have been in our home for 30 years and recently updated our it, (instead of 
moving) so we can live in it another 30.  We did this because we love being so close to Galbraith & Whatcom Falls Park.  We 
don't have to drive anywhere to get spend time outdoors. I participate in trail maintence days when I can.   

We frequent Fanatik Bike Co.  Over the years, we have purchased 4 mountain bikes and accessories, as well as a road 
bike.    Fanatik does all our bike maintenance that we don't know how to do. 

We do a lot more mountain biking than road riding because drivers are so preoccupied and we have had too many close 
encounters with cars and trucks even though we mostly  ride in the county. 

Please do what you can to create the new park area for recreation (biking, hiking, running). 
 

 
I wanted to send over my thoughts on expanding the ride-able Mountain Bike trail network around Bellingham, to be 
specific Stewart and Lookout mountain. 

I'll start by giving a little back-story about myself and what I do... and why mountain bike recreation is so important for our 
local economy. Back in 2009 I moved from Bozeman, Montana to Washington to pursue a life-long passion of mine, 
Mountain Biking. When I left Montana I started a community driven mountain bike magazine titled Freehub Magazine. I 
moved my business and my life to Bellingham specifically for the mountain bike access and proximity to world class trails. 
As a result of my business I have traveled the world to ride my bike and seen first hand the positive impact Mountain Biking 
has had on thousands of mountain and non-mountain towns around the globe. Throughout my life in Bellingham I have also 
seen many of the best trails shut down due to land manager conflicts, user conflicts and liability conflicts. This has left me 
wondering how long it would take for our active, outdoor centric community to get things lined up that could compare and 
draw similar crowds to some of the more "Bike Friendly" vacation areas throughout the US and Canada.  

From the beginning of my Mountain biking career I have always sought out challenges in my riding, overcoming and 
bettering myself as a mountain biker. Freeride bike trails in specific have had an amazing impact in helping refine my skills 
on and off the bike to deal with life issues in a systematic way. The only short coming with our local trail systems is that we 
don't have a sufficient Freeride trail system that is supported and managed by the parks — often leaving the trails in 
variable condition due to the fear from builders for prosecution by the state or land managers. As a direct result I have 
traveled to BC and spent weekends away from home just to rest assured that what I am riding is maintained and legal. 

As far as our local trails are concerned, I typically seek out a variety of different trail types, and often find myself on Stewart 
or Lookout Mountain. These trails are an integral part of our communities trail system and offer the difficulty and and 
variety that many of my fellow riding buddies seek for outdoor enjoyment. This exact reason is why I have developed a 
world-class mountain bike magazine and love to call Bellingham my home, but I also think that we have a ways to go before 
we can consider ourselves the mountain bike MECCA similar to that of North Vancouver, Squamish, Whistler or Pemberton 
BC. With that said I want to help grow our community and the recreation around the greater Bellingham area, as our 
community aligns itself really well with those mentioned meccas on the Sea to Sky corridor. If you have any questions or 
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would like to hear more from me or about my publication I would be happy to sit down with you in person and share some 
inspiring stories of how mountain biking can add and progress our local economy and way of life. 

Thanks for listening, I hope we can work together to produce a one-of-a-kind destination for people all over the world to 
enjoy mountain biking. 
 

 
First, I would like to thank all the parks staff for taking the time to listen to the community on these important issues 
relating to the new park.  As a professional geologist who gets sucked into public meetings.....I know they can sometimes 
feel a bit overwhelming to say the least.   

My wife and I moved back to Bellingham....like a good number of current residents...approximately 8 years ago for the sole 
reason of raising our son in a place that puts a REAL value on recreating in the outdoors.  All three of us actively enjoy both 
Stewart and Lookout mountain trails on both bike and foot.  We look forward to continuing to work with the parks 
department to continue developing trail networks in these areas and are happy to donate our time/energy into seeing that 
it gets done!  Please continue your support for recreation (hike, bike, run, ride...etc) in these unique and wonderful areas. 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to listen to the public input regarding the great accomplishment of the Whatcom County Re-
conveyance. As a trail runner, dog owner, and cyclist I would like to advocate for the importance of single track, multi use, 
and single use trails withing the re conveyance.  
The need for trails cannot be undervalued. With so many citizens citing quality of life as one of the top reasons for living 
and recreating in Bellingham you also have tourists that come to spend their time and money in our communities that too 
are drawn by the trails in and surrounding Bellingham. 

Establishing user built trails in addition to parks department constructed trails will help to ensure that various user groups 
have real buy-in and commitment to the projects and long term vision this park requires. When you engage volunteer 
groups you establish long term support and labor that otherwise dries up yearly in the legislature. Lean on your neighbors, 
they want to help. 
 
Respect existing trails when applicable but not when they threaten water quality (legitimately threaten), endangered 
species (marbled murrelet), or intended use of the land. Trail heads constructed outside of the watershed and public 
transportation from town to various trails will all help minimize the impact of recreation on our park land.  

The below points can be contentious but need to be addressed. Your network of volunteer coordinator know the best route 
for a solution but my two cents are below. 

Most importantly we must engage the trail building community, illegal and legal builders. The trails constructed as illegal 
are born of necessity. If you engage these groups to become part of the solution you will eliminate the problem. You have 
all the tools to end the cycle of illegal trail building. Much like recreation mecca's Squamish in BC and Bend OR that engaged 
the illegitimate building community and turned them into a work force to be harnessed rather than chased down the hill 
their tourism and recreation taxes have boomed. 

The solution is in your hands. Thank you for your time! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am a young professional living in Bellingham, residing here for 10+ years.  I work as a Design Engineer for an aircraft 
interiors company.  I graduated WWU with an open path ahead of me.  Having attempted to move from Bellingham, on 
more than one occasion, I am continually pulled back to Bellingham.  The reason: outdoor recreation. 

I am an avid Mountain Biker, and spend the majority of my free time outside.  I encourage you, as you plan the future of 
Whatcom County and the Re-conveyance, to heed the input of all user groups, mountain bikers included. 

The mountain bike trails on Stewart and Lookout mtns are some of the best in the state, “nearly rivaling” those of our 
neighbors to the north (Vancouver/Squamish/Whistler).  Galbraith, Blanchard, and Chuckanut are incredible as well.  I say 



Page 18 of 21 
 

“nearly rivaling” for one specific reason.  Acceptance.  The trails on Stewart and Lookout are established, in their own sense, 
but are not established among the community in a larger sense.  They are not necessarily “legal”, or “marketable”.  These 
trails are hidden, their locations only disclosed among trusted groups. 

There is no questioning the passion of the mountain biking community in Whatcom County.  Our creative labor (trail 
building) could be capitalized upon with a solid relationship between the WMBC and those managing the lands where 
recreation takes place.  Whatcom County could easily become a global destination for Mountain Biking, as well as many 
other activities for that matter.  I encourage you to look at the policies and relationships between the mountain biking 
community and government in Squamish, British Columbia.  “Business is Booming” in the Outdoor Recreation Capitol of BC.  
I feel that we are not that far away from a similar situation in our own community. 

I look forward to the future of Whatcom Counties outdoor recreation.  Thank you for your consideration! 
 

 
My name is Trevor Torres, I am 37 years of age and I live and recreate in Bellingham.  I work full time for a local bike 
manufacture Kona Bikes that sells nationally and internationally.  I also own and run a business that sells bicycle equipment 
and components.  I am an active cyclist, that likes to recreate on any available trail in the county.  With the burgeoning 
bicycle scene we as a city and county need to take advantage of this positive movement.  Bicyclist have to be one of the 
largest volunteer based recreational group out there.  Volunteers spend countless hours building and maintaining the very 
trails they ride and that bring in large numbers of visitors.  These visitors pour money into local businesses. 
So to supply this need there needs to be more sanctioned trails that bring people to unique areas in the county and 
city.  These trails need to be built to a high standard and of varying difficulty. 

Thank you for your time 

 
I think you should keep all trails open unless you come up with a really good reason to close them.  I haven't seen any  good 
reasons yet..  
 

I wasn't able to stay at the meeting Wednesday and found out that I can comment here. 
 
What I really want to talk about is the article I found today on AdventureNW 
magazine. http://www.adventuresnw.com/unauthorized-mountain-bike-trails-damage-new-park-land/ 

These are my thoughts: 
 
This article has quite the misleading title and is very vague. As stated it would mean the trails being referred to were built 
on park land. I know for a fact, having lived in the area for 10 years and being an avid user of the areas in the reconveyance, 
the trails referred to in this PROPAGANDA article were built during DNR ownership. And to be honest I have hiked a number 
of these "rogue" trails over the years and they are some of the most beautiful, creative, and well built trails. Yea some are a 
bit steep but there still is no visible evidence of erosion that I have seen. Whomever wrote this article appears to be trying 
to ruffle some environmental feathers over an issue that has never been an issue. Erosion and environmental damage 
would be minimal at worst, most likely immeasurable considering the mention of only perennial water flow. I have several 
friends in Bellingham that also love to get out on these trails whether hiking or mountain biking and never had an issue with 
them. The way I see it, if all the trails being referred to were built for extreme downhill riding, there must be a need to keep 
that sort of riding in the newly created parkland if all activity/sport groups are to be represented. Finally I want you to know 
the amount of environmental impact caused by creating a trail whether "legally paid for" or not isn't even comparable to 
clear cut logging, road building or most type of construction. I mean literally some animal habitats are completely destroyed 
during those types of disturbances but a trail just wanders through the trees. 
 
Thanks for your time. 
 

http://www.adventuresnw.com/unauthorized-mountain-bike-trails-damage-new-park-land/
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I would like to see both multi use single track and bicycle specific singletrack planned in the park. Bellingham has a massive 
mountain bike community and our trails draw tourism from BC and all over WA state and beyond. This is a great 
opportunity to take that a step further and make Bellingham the best mountain bike community in the world.  

Basic double track is not what got us such a destination. Real singletrack is what people come here for. They enjoy the 
difficult sections of the Chuckanut Ridge trail, Salal trail, and many of the trails on Galbraith that feature jumps berms and 
other "technical trail features". Having options for green/blue/black trails or optional "go arounds" in more difficult sections 
is a proven method of reducing risk while also giving more advanced riders the trails they want/need. Please make sure that 
world class advanced mountain bike trails are not ignored in planning the park. The user group is large and the demand for 
this type of recreation is growing.  

Thank you!  
 

 

We were at the meeting last night at the Senior Center and was wondering if and when last night's presentation would be 
uploaded as well as the maps and feedback from the mostly horse and bike enthusiasts that were present last evening.   

We live out at the end of Northshore and are wondering if there is a mailing that is going out to the residents that live off of 
Northshore Road whose quality of life is going to be impacted by all the additional car and new bus traffic, cyclists using the 
road, additional crime, etc.  We are in favor of the park, but feel access to it needs to be at more points than just 
Northshore Road.  Is there a plan for access from the other side of Lake Whatcom?  What about off Blue Canyon Road?   

Is there going to be a special link for residents and enthusiasts to provide feedback or should people just use this email 
address? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to provide my $.02 on the Lake Whatcom Park/Reconveyance lands as a local mountain biker and trail runner 
who currently recreates on both Stewart Mountain and Lookout Mountain. 
In fact, I have just bought my first home and one of my largest motivating factors in choosing a location was the proximity 
to the new Lake Whatcom Park/Reconveyance lands as I see them as the future for trail recreation in Whatcom County. 

Access to trails and parks is one of the highest rated factors in Quality of Life polls done throughout the country.  As a Sales 
Manager for Kona Bicycles- I have the opportunity to travel the country and consistently see that cities who have invested 
in their outdoor recreation infrastructure have stimulated their local economy as well as improved their residents quality of 
life. 

My particular feedback re: these lands would be to open them up to mountain bike/trail running trail development as such 
seen on Galbraith Mountain and Chuckanut.  Each of these areas see an incredible amount of use each and every day by the 
local community as well as visitors from the Seattle area as well as Canada. 

As we all know- Galbraith is privately owned property and the recent logging operations have reminded the mountain 
biking/trail running community that this valued resource can be taken away from us at any time.  With this reality, the Lake 
Whatcom Park/Reconveyance lands development into sustainable trails would ensure Whatcom County Residents have 
sustained access to trails and in return have a positive impact on the local economy and further improve the quality of 
life/devotion to the area that our residents currently enjoy. 

Please feel free to contact me at the below for further follow-up and I will see you at the next Planning Meeting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am an avid mountain biker and risk consultant with HUB International. I understand both sides if the challenge at hand. 
Recreating in a way where the liability is minimized when it comes to the County is not an easy task, but it is one that can 
be done and is being done around the country. I work with both governments and user groups around the country on this 
and would be happy to help offer input with our risk management team on a balanced approach to enabling what has made 
so many people relocate to Whatcom County. The benefits are endless when it comes to keeping the momentum of the 
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biking community growing through new trails. You truly are attracting the best stewards of the land when you work with 
them to legitimately build trails.  
The bottom line is the risk is going to be there no matter what. There will always be random people building rogue trails 
without consent of the masses from the biking community. The best thing we can do is work with them to proactively 
manage the risks associated with these activities to minimize the chance of an incident. Simply ignoring or banning such 
activity will not solve the issue. 

Please let me know if I or my team can help guide you in this process in any way. 
 

 
I was unable to attend the planning meeting last night but would like to add my input. I am an avid mountain biker, trail 
runner and triathlete. I swim weekly in Lake Whatcom, ride Whatcom county roads and trails and run mostly the area 
surrounding Lake Whatcom including east and west sides of the lake. 

Every other month or so I include a ride connecting Lookout Mountain and Galbraith. Once a year, I do an extra long off 
road ride linking east and west sides, riding up the Wickersham Truck Trail (road) over to SR9, and up Lookout after riding 
Park Rd and Lake Whatcom Blvd to Sudden Valley. It would be great to stay on the lake side of Stewart mountain to connect 
this loop, even better staying off the roads completely. 

Having access to our trail system (and awesome trails) so close to where we live is one reason we have chosen to raise our 
family here. Both my sons are active mountain bikers and my wife runs the trails.  

My family gives back by going to trail building days with the WMBC group and am really looking forward to making new 
trails for mountain biking and trail running within the new Lake Whatcom reconveyance park area for us and future family 
members to use. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am writing to express the need for a large number of trails in the park. I think this is a fabulous opportunity to extend the 
Bellingham area's reputation for an active outdoor community. I am an employee at a local mountain bike company and we 
have a direct economic benefit from more MTB recreation options in our area. This is the reason our company is located in 
this community, and a big part of why so many of our customers are living in this area.  

I feel there should be a large number of multi use trails, but additional opportunities for user specific MTB, hiker and 
equestrian trails are extremely important. Connectivity is important, and access points on all edges of the park have value. I 
also believe that the user specific options (and an overall large number of trails) contribute to less user conflict and a more 
enjoyable experience for all users.  

I would emphasis that single track trail is the highest priority... both for MTB and hiking. There is a huge demand in the 
riding community for more technical trail riding, similar to what is found currently on Lookout and Stewart mountains. If 
that demand is not met by the parks department (at least with reasonable compromises) in this planning process the 
people that have built those kinds of trails will find other places to create trails like this. I understand and appreciate that 
there will be a "no illegal trail building" policy. But I would encourage the parks to look at the existing illegal trails and trail 
building with an open mind. Recent actions to close certain features of some existing trails are only going to create an "us 
versus them" attitude among some members of the MTB community. Many of those trail builders spent hours creating 
some amazing trail features, and I am sure they did not expect all those features to be approved by the park. However, they 
would have been much more receptive to a dialog about how to modify trails instead of seeing their work destroyed 
without any discussion of what could be done to make the trails compliant and safe in the parks eye.  

I would also note that technical MTB trails, even those that are "easy" by a bike riders standpoint, might look terrifying to 
someone that does not have experience. Modern mountain bikes are very capable and provide a safe experience on rugged 
terrain. I look to the Alice Lake trails in Squamish, BC as a great example of technical MTB riding done in a safe and 
sustainable way. Technical rock features and optional "go around" lines for riders that don't feel they can handle the more 
difficult options.  
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Thank you for the time. I am really excited to see this park develop. Thank you,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


